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SEASONS OF LIFE IN WESTERN NEW YORK

“Most people in eastern North America don’t really
perceive the regions in which they live as being represented
in the archaeological record,” explains Dr. R. Michael
Gramly, Curator of Anthropology at the Buffalo Museum of
Science. “Somuch emphasis has been placed on Paleoindian
finds from the High Plains of the American West that people
think Paleoindians were confined to thatarea.” He smiles and
adds, “We know this is not the case.”

Gramly has good reason to smile. This past summer,
hard work and careful excavation at the Hiscock site in New
York paid off when a Buffalo Museum of Séience team
recovered a reworked Clovis-like Paleoindian point from
beneath a mastodon bone. Last summer’s find marked the
seventh year of systematic investigations at the site, which is
located in western New York, Genesee County, near the
small town of Byron. Although previous excavations pro-
duced two other fluted points and the proximal end of a
scraper, the stratigraphic situation of these tools was such that
a true human-mastodon association was in doubt, at least
until now. The discovery of the point provides incontrovert-
ible evidence linking early human activities with the large
proboscideans; the only mastodon site east of the Mississippi
River and north of Florida to do so.

During the last few years, the stratified site has yielded
a profusion of animal remains, including the bones of at least
six mastodons. And amazingly, “We can put California
condor in the late Pleistocene-early Holocene landscape of
the Hiscockssite.” This, Gramly explains, is a very important
find because condor bones were known only from the
southern region of the United States, prior to the discovery.
“Now we know that, at least perhaps seasonally, there were
condors gliding in the skies of New York State.” Another
important discovery consists. of “tight little spheroids of
feathers.” These, when frozen and teased -apart by avian pa-
leontologist Dr. David Steadman of the New York Siate
Museum, proved to be the perfectly preserved feathers of

INSIDE....
Seasons of life in Western New York 1
A visit to the Upper Paleolithic Sites of European
Russia 1
New Discoveries at Mammoth Meadow 2
An Overview of Summit '89:
Interview with Alan Bryan .3
“The Big Chill” Comes to the Buffalo Museum
of Science 5
Upcoming Conferences 7
New References and Resources 7

grebe, a water-loving northern bird. Similar feather balls,
recovered from an overlying, more recent layer, were identi-
fied as Baltimore Oriole, a bird generally associated with
woodlands. “It’s a sort of stratigraphy in feather balls,”
observes Gramly.

Although the Hiscock site is very important for what it
tells us about the late Pleistocene-early Holocene fauna of
eastern North America, Gramly is equally excited about what
itcantellusof the people of that time. The fluted point found
last summer is extensively reworked, with a graver -on one
comer. This, along with reworking observed on the previ-
ously recovered tools, leads Gramly to believe that Hiscock
was a scavenging site rather than a place where mastodons
were hunted and killed. This, he says, “Opens up a whole
door on site use.”

Ironically, but for a passing reference to this locale in an
archaeological text, it is unlikely that any of these discoveries
would have been made. The Hiscock site began its contem-

porary existence as a cattail swamp on the farm of Mr. °

Charles Hiscock. In 1959, while using a backhoe to make a
pond from the swamp, Mr. Hiscock found several large bones
that were later identified as mastodon. He informed the
Buffalo Museum of Science, which responded by sending a
small team of excavators to the site. During the ensuing

week-long investigation, the researchers recovered addi- -

tional mastodon bones, as well as those of other animals.
‘Wood which overlay the bones was subsequently radiocar-
bon dated to about 10,500 years ago.

Although initially very excited about the wealth of
bonesatthe site, the excavatorsdecided todiscontinue the dig
because of the apparent lack of human-associated materials.
The bones removed during the 1959 excavation sat in the
museum until 1961 when, understandably disappointed, Mr.
Hiscock asked for their return. He placed the bonesin alittle
shack behind his house—a sort of shrine to the past on a small
upstate New York farm.

_ There matters rested until 1982, when Gramly entered
the picture. While rereading The Archaeology of New York
State by Dr. William Ritchie, Gramly noticed a reference to
the site, which mentioned the dates of the fossil remains.
Intrigued, he . contacted Mr. Hiscock, who was “very happy

“I don’t see this as a kill site
in any classic sense.
It’s something completely different
— a scavenging site. Something I'm
‘not sure we even suspected existed!”

we wanted to come out. This was a bit of unsolved business
for him.” -

Mr. Hiscock allowed Gramly and his crew to breach the
dam of the spring fed pond he had made, then pointed out the
approximate location where the original team had worked.
After the water drained, the archaeologists beganexcavating
atest pit, using snowshoe-like devices to walk on the still-in

{ Cominued on page 4)

Mature mastodon tusk in situ, lying on cobble horizon at
base of spring deposit. Itsdistal (right) end extends 45 cm
further intoancientspring vent,at the rightedge of which
was found the humerus of a California condor. The
nearly complete skeleton of a wapiti (probably Holocene)
lies within the concave curve of the tusk, in spring vent
deposits. (Photo courtesy of R. Laub).

A VISIT TO THE UPPER PALEOLITHIC
SITES OF EUROPEAN RUSSIA:
A US - USSR CULTURAL EXCHANGE

by C. Vance Haynes, Jr.
Professor of Anthropology and Geosciences
University of Arizong, Tucson

Editor’s note: Last summer, a group of American archaeolo-
gists traveled to the Soviet Union, visiting several Upper
Paleolithic archaeological sites. This journey marks the first
Dphase of an exchange program between US and USSR ar-
chaeological specialists, designed to facilitate better under-
standing and cooperation between researchers in the two
countries.

Dr. C. Vance Haynes, Professor of Anthropology and Geos-
ciences at the University of Arizona, contributed the follow-

ing account of the Soviet site tour. Professor Haynes is a
specialist in geoarchaeology and radiocarbon dating. He is
‘America’s foremost authority on the Clovis culture.

On 10 July, nine American archaeologists (J. Adovasio,
L. R. Binford, B. Bradley, L. Davis, D. Dincauze, G. Frison,
V. Haynes, D. Meltzer, and O. Soffer), along with British
archaeologist, Clive Gamble, metin Leningrad for a three day
conference with Soviet colleagues prior to going into the field
to visit their Upper Paleolithic sites. The exchange between
the two academies of science is being led by Olga Soffer and
George Frison in the USA and V. M. Masson and N: Praslov

(Continued on page 5)
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NEW DISCOVERIES AT MAMMOTH MEADOW,

SOUTHWESERN MONTANA

Imagine that one day long ago a jeweler set up shop and
beganto work. Sitting ata bench near the window, the jeweler
hammered precious metals into rings and bracelets and
necklaces, and set in delicate settings of gold and
silver. As the jeweler worked, bits of the gem stones

prehistory.” In 1985, working with Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) archaeologist John Taylor, geologists Mort and
Joanne Turner, and archaeologist- Dick Reinhart, Bonnichsen
looked at 19 different sites. At Everson Creek, they found lots

Although no further remains were found, the site was named

Mammoth Meadow in its honor.
In 1987, Bonnichsen returned to the site, this time with
larger teams that included Earthwatch volunteers. The teams
dug six new squares beside the original test pit, and

fell to the floor. Our imaginary jeweler had no need
1o sweep up the precious gem stones, because right
outside the shop door there was an unlimited supply of
them. Therefore, the scraps lay undisturbed.

Now let’s make a few changes to this imaginary
scene. Let's change the jeweler’s pliers into hammer-
stones, and the gemstones into flakes of brightly col-
ored fine-grained chalcedony—layer upon layer of
them. Let's liftaway the wallsand roof of the jeweler’s
small, solitary shop, so that our jeweler-turned-
flintknapper works in the open air. Finally, let’s multi-
ply the shop many times over until hundreds of work-
shops cover many acres.

If you can imagine this, then you have a pretty
clear mental image of the South Everson Creek and
Black Canyon Quarry and Workshop Complex in
southwestern Montana. For hundreds of acres, the
hillsides are littered with flakes and significant con-

* centrations of quarry and workshop debris that fell to
the ground as flintknappers made their tools. Layer
upon layer of debitage extends deep below the surface of the
ground, reaching back through history to the time of the
earliest inhabitants of North America. Throughout the area
you can see that the land has been disturbed. Small hollows
lie beside mounds of earth, the remains of the prehistoric
mines from which the ancient workers dug chalcedony, the
raw material of their craft.

What the flintknappers left behind is now being studied
by Dr. Robson Bonnichsen of the Center for the Study of the
First Americans. Bonnichsen has led excavations at the site
for the past four summers. “The excavations have uncovered
acontinuous, 11,000-year sequence of human occupation,”
he says.

Bonnichsen chose the site after an extensive search in
Montana. He explains, “I wanted to find a research locality

Earthwatch volunteer Diane Laetz assists in mapping the
Mammoth Meadow stratigraphy. (Photo courtesy of R.
Bonnichsen)

of surface material, he says, “and there were terraces, many
with artifacts on them. Some .of those artifacts looked like
they could be typologically old. So we decided to focus
there.” Over the ensuing years, the BLM continued to assist
Bonnichsen by providing survey and testing .money, and,
later on, logistical support including trailer houses and other
equipment.

In 1986, Bonnichsen went back with a small team and
dug test pits, which yielded lanceolate points. One day, while
surveying nexyto the creek, the team came-across a fragment
of mammoth bone at the mouth of a badger hole. “We dug
a test pit there right on top of the badger hole,” Bonnichsen

in which we could make a contribution to early American recounts, “in hopes of finding the rest of the mammoth.”
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- began excavations at two nearby mines. During that
summer; “We found out how incredibly time-costly
the project is. We found that Mammoth Meadow was
an extraordinarily rich workshop producing up to 24
gallons of flakes per 10 c¢m level in a two-meter
.square... It took alot of time to learn how to work there.
We didn’t make any huge advances in ’87 other than
torealize what we were up against: long-term time in-
vestment and a big project.”

On the last working day of the summer, Earthwatch
volunteer Susan Carlson, working in a test pit at a
depth of 110 cm, found what appeared to be a Goshen
point, although Bonnichsen now hesitates to call it
that. In addition, a Cody point had been found earlier in
the summer, “We knew we had an 1mponanl deeply
stratified site;” Bonnichsen recalls.

In 1988, the excavations continued to produce
many artifacts and features including “hearths,
flintknapping furniture, and so forth,” Bonnichsen

says with a smile. The flintknapping furniture, found at a
depth of 80-85 cm below surface, consisted of a stone for the
flintknapper 10 sit on, an abrading stone, and " a stone anvil.
The 1988 session also uncovered a Cody Complex living
surface and drove the initial test pit to a depth of 235 cm. At
this depth, the excavation reached a layer of boulders below
the groundwater table, and water had to be pumped out of the
pit. “We found human-made flakes that went down to 1.6
meters below the surface,” Bonnichsen reports. “What it told
usisthat, for whateverreason, there were human-made ﬂakes
down in the late Pleistocene gravel.”

Finally, during the summer of 1989, the Earthwatch

teams finished the six pits of Mammoth Meadow, now called
M: th Meadow I, exc g.them to a dense layer of

(Continued on page 8)

CORRECTIONS AND COMMENTS

In Volume 5-3, page 2, lower left photo, the man on the
right was mistakenly identified as Richard Morlan. This
gentleman was instead Mike Johnson, County Archaeologist '
of Fairfax County, Virginia. We offer our sincere apologies
for the mix-up.

Also, due to extraordinary circumstances, the Lubbock
Lake 50th Anniversary Celebration has been rescheduled for
October, 1990.
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